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Letter from the Director

Dear Friends,

June 2008, I began
my second term as
director of Miramar
Retreat Center. As I
reflected on my first
three year term, I
realized how gifted
Miramar is by a lov-
ing God.

Gifted with the Divine
Word Missionaries
and religious women
who staff Miramar
and bring their gifts
of compassion and
healing to the many
people who walk

Our Mission

Miramar Retreat Center is a
spiritual oasis for those
interested in developing a
closer relationship with
God. Eleven Divine Word
Missionaries and three reli-
gious women, conduct an
extensive number of week-
long directed and group
retreats each year. In addi-
tion, we proclaim the Word
of God through marriage

through our doors.

Gifted with dedicated
employees who take

care of all the physical

needs of Miramar.

Gifted with people,

like yourself, who sup-

port us financially and
through prayer.

Thank you for your

continued support and

may God be good to
you in 2009.

In the Divine Word,
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preparation classes, re-
treats for confirmation
classes, opportunities for
personal spiritual direc-
tion, weekday Mass and
assistance at nearby par-
ishes.

Our doors are open to
groups who seek time with
God in our quiet setting:
other religious congrega-

tions, diocesan priests,
recovery groups, people of
many faiths and nations.

We are proud of our ser-
vice to the Catholic Church
in southeastern New Eng-
land. We are also grateful
for the confidence that
more than 5,000 people a
year have in our retreat
ministry.



Supporting Miramar

Miramar Retreat Center needs your
help if we are to continue to offer the
programs we do. Many of our guests
have limited financial means and de-
pend on the help of others to come to
Miramar. Our fees don’t cover our
costs. Miramar receives a subsidy
from the Society of the Divine Word
but that too falls somewhat short of our
needs.

If you can, we ask that you continue to
support Miramar with whatever
amount you can afford at this time.

We thank you from our heart and will
continue to remember you in our daily
prayers and Mass.

Capital Improvements-Repairs-
Conservation

The health and safety of our guests is
our greatest concern when we make
improvements and repairs. Thanks to
you, our many generous donors, we
have upgraded Miramar in the

past year:

e  Elevator to the second floor and a
connecting hallway on the second
floor between the bedroom wing
and the main building.

e Three new gas furnaces that are
95.8% fuel efficient.

e Replaced the cinder block path to
the lower parking lot with a con-
crete walk.

e  Re-shingled the main building to
prevent rot and mold.

e Remodeled the meditation
chapel.

Looking Aheadin 2009 and Beyond:

We would |Iike toé

e  Air condition the guest bedrooms
for the benefit of guests who have
heart or respiratory ailments
(summer heat and humidity are
heavy burdens for these people).

e  Repair the tinted windows in the
main chapel.

e Replace the brick walks leading

to the main entrance-they are
attractive but
can be danger-

ous.
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And Careful of Qur Environment...

Being conscious of the need to be bet-
ter stewards of God’s creation, we
have:

e Installed new plumbing fixtures
that use 50% less water in the
public bathroom in the main
building.

e  Use low-energy bulbs in
the public areas.

e Increased efforts to recycle
paper and plaster.

e  Greater use of less corro-
sive snowmelt on walks
and driveways.

you «can, we

support Miramar with whatever you can

afford at this time...and we thank you

heart !
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2008-A Blessed Year

2008 was another busy year. Hereis a
sampling of what went on:

e Nearly 1,000 people attended 12
week-long retreats presented by
our staff.

e 100 attended five 8-day retreats.

e 250 couples attended the mar-
riage preparation program.

e 30 parishes sent their confirma-
tion classes for retreat days.

e 42 couples
attended
two
World-
wide Mar-
riage En-
counter
Week-
ends.

Welcome: Fr. Tom Umbras, SVD
joined the staff late in the year. Fr.
Tom was ordained in 1981, spent 12
years in communication with ECO in

2009 and Beyond...Mi/estones

Centennial of St. Arnold Janssen

January 15, 2009 marks the 100th anni-
versary of the death of St. Arnold
Janssen, SVD, founder of Divine Word
Missionaries, the 7th largest congre-
gation of men religious in the Catholic
Church. St. Arnold was committed to
the spread of the Word of God around
the world. He strongly supported the
retreat ministry as a way to proclaim
God’s Good News. In 1906 the first
retreat for lay men in the U.S. took
place at Divine Word Seminary in
Techny, IL. Miramar Retreat Center
continues this ministry of St. Arnold
through our programs of retreats and
spiritual direction. Please join us as
we honor St. Arnold and pray for the
mission of the Church around the
world.

Fr. Edward Dudink, SVD at 90

Fr. Edward Dudink, an extraordinary
spiritual director, gardener and artist,
was born on the south side of Chicago

on April 23, 1919, one of ten children
of Garrett and Hilda. He entered the
seminary at Techny, IL in 1933 and
was ordained in 1946, the same year
as Pope John Paul 2. Father Ed spent
many years in seminary work in the
USA before going to Kenya and later
to Papua New Guinea where he
worked with seminarians and as re-
treat director.

In 1987 de came to Miramar and be-
came of the pillars of the retreat pro-
gram. He continues to serve the peo-
ple of Assumption parish in Marsh-
field, MA as well as taking his turn at
Mass at Miramar and Divine Provi-
dence convent in Kingston, MA.

His drive and determination put the
younger members to shame! HAPPY
BIRTHDAY, Fr. Ed!

Chicago and 13 years in Oaxaca, Mex-
ico before coming to Miramar. He
hopes to develop an outreach to the
Spanish-speaking people in the area
as well as being part of the retreat
program.

Farewell: Mrs. Pat Mitchell, registrar
for over 20 years retired in mid-year.
Among her many skills was the ability
to know the special needs of many of
our regular guests and infinite pa-
tience when dealing with people.

And Weodr

This year is off to a good start despite
the frigid winter weather. In January,
Divine Word Missionary novices
come for their thirty day retreat, the
spiritual exercises of St. Ignatius
Loyola.

In addition, several women have
made directed retreats, taking
advantage of the silence that reigns
in the house.

In February, the pace returns to
normal: week-long retreat,
confirmation retreats, marriage
preparation, etc.

You may request a brochure or
check our website
(MIRAMARRETREAT.org) for details
of these and other programs.
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e Cash donation to our general fund

Miramar Retreat Center ¢ Individual Mass stipends for living or deceased; there is a daily

éz 1bParklak Mass Monday through Friday at 7:30am. Suggested donation:
uxbury,

02331 $10.00 each Mass.

e  Mission Mass League enroliment for living or deceased;

o Visit our gift shop.
Phone: (781) 585-2460 o  Gifts of stock and other investments, real estate, etc.
Eiﬁai(l-ml) ST e  Matching gifts through your employer

e Remember Miramar in your will; our legal name is: Society of

the Divine Word Massachusetts Corporation

o  Some Enchanted Evening, August 1, 2009. Dinner, dance,
fiCome and Relax with the Lo 5ugti(|1n,6)adbookandmore.

o  Walk/Run/Bike for Miramar, May to October 2009. The Di-
vine Word Community of priests and brothers (all over 50),
Wr&be& o!‘ the staff and other friends have pledged to walk or
bicycle 5,000 miles. Youcan support this effort by donating
$5 permile. Goal: all proceeds go toward the capital cam-
paign for improvements to the retreat center.

I/We wish to support Miramar Retreat Center. Enclosed is my gift of: 2008 Calendar Raffle
$1.000 $500 $100 $50 25 Other The list of .wmne_rs of the 2008 Ce.llen-
dar Raffle is available. Please write,
Name call 781-585-2460 or e-mail us at
MIRAMARMA@aol.com for a copy.
Street Address
. . Coming in 20105 Oberammergau
City State ZIp 2010, Alpine Explorer Tour, featuring
) the Oberammergau Passion Play.
Email:

Please make checks payable to:Miramar Retreat Center The Passion Play is presented only every ten
years and the spectacular Glacier Express
train ride through the Swiss Alps. Tour in-
cludes visits to Italy, Switzerland, Austria and
Germany. 11 days—September 2-12, 2010—
VISA___ MASTERCARD_______ $5,409 per person double, air/land. Join us at

Miramar Retreat Center, Duxbury, for a tour

Or if you would like to charge the above:

Card Number presentation and details, Thursday, February
26th at Tpm. Tel: 781-585-2460

Amount: $ Exp. Date: Date:

Signature:

Employer Matching Gifts:
My gift will be matched by:
An authorization card for Miramar Retreat Center to sign and submit is:
Enclosed  Forthcoming_




