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ET']'J.E tree as our
loga for our spriri-

i tuality newsletter
 iraplies that we are
beines rmeant to :
grow desplr into
our daily reality,

' rooted and incar

: nated into the

' stuff of our lives and et challenged to stretch
ia.ﬂd growr into the fullness of God’s deeasn for
iEEhDﬂEDfE.ﬂEGhEﬂg&Eﬂdm&Eﬂﬂﬂﬁ_ﬁ :
'Izl::e precedence in the global scene, e as Sod-
EEEE.'[E]'_'I.E:['E and peocple of faith are challenged to
find and explore our spiritnal roots and nale

ia difference in our web of relationships .

‘_:. We hope that these short reflections wrill ':::'
' stitnulate wour spiritnal ereativity and inwite Fou |
to emabhrace swhat is rost irmporEnt in rour life ;
If von find these tessages heneficial and help- :
tful, pass it on to ancther. We willhels you
‘tnalee connections betwreen life and grace, the
Eabu.ﬂda.ﬂce of cpportunities we have to connect |

fonr personal stories to the lareer Story of our

e hope to contribute to Tour spiritnal
gr-:-wth throngh stories, reflections, questions
and insights into the greatest adven ture we are
called to: our inner life with the God who

ibecn:-:n:l.EE Cne of us .

e itnwite vou to becore a partner with us
on our common search for newr life | It is
hoped that vou ean becorme part of onr spini-

: tnal CD:I'.'EIJ‘.'EIJJ.‘EI.:I.‘L‘F of searchers and dreaners!
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What is Spirituality’

. Probahly the clearest understanding of Christian spinic |
1:|.1.'=|lt1:5r is found in St. FPanl’s letters to the early churches . :
éReﬂecti.ﬂg o1 the life of Tesus who had called hisnself the
“Way”, Faul discowered that the “War™ was His paschal
iﬂl‘?‘EtE:["F"—ﬂ:‘l.E suffering, dring, rising and ascending of
EChn’sr, our Lord .

. The paschal mystery is best understond in connection
mth the entire garout of salvation history. Hurnanlind =
tand the costnos have been redeesned and the mvstery (the |
d‘sna-:i'et"“:l of this diwine 1::13:1 of salration was revealed and
‘brought to fulfillsnent in Cheist. He is the revelation of !
Tod’s maystery, and in Him and theough Hirn it is fully
:mnade manifest. Pre®fatican 2 spirituality tended to stress
the sabrifin action of Christ, by what was accorwlished on
;the cross. Watican 2 enlameed that wision to include the
ire5u.t‘rec1:i-:uﬂ and ascension . The liturer of Penterost in its
iprefa-:e proclairns:  “Todday wow send wowr Holy Spisit on those
Laatrked out 00 be wour children, Iy shating the life of wour ondy

S el so browght the Pasehal Wbwstery 0o its eovmpletion.”

: YWatican 2 thooughout is sivteen documents had poo- :
‘olaimed there was only one spiritnality in the church and
it the mworld—the paschal mystery of the huran Jesus. In
its fullest sense, the paschal rawstery continnes in the lifs I
in:-f the haptized, the meshers of Christ’'s Body, the

church . Itecan be said thar the hallsnarl: of post™fatican

s spirituality is that our daily husman life and worship are
now experienced as Christ living in us undereoing that I
' sasme waystery. Mo one suffers or eries alone . Mo one cele- i
;bfatEE or rejoices alone . Christ cones disgnised as our I
i]:ife. .

& ley thing in this post™WVatican 2 spiritnality is aware- .

‘ness. Awareness and appreciation of how Christ is now
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iusiﬂg our humanity, our huwman hands, sminds, wills and



]'.'I.EE.'I:'E to accornplish His saring pumoses to-
: daﬁr.ﬁ final, soore recent developroent in un-
derstandineg of the paschal mystery comcerns
‘ the namral universe, especially this planet
iea.rth of ours . The aobject of rederaption and
531':-'31'_ujﬂ is seen to be not orle in 1s huans
‘bt in the entire costnos . The eternal Dirine
Word that broughteoreation into being toolt on
i-:hu.-r “stardust” . His wes to His huraanity was so
radical and unirersal, that when he spole to i
the water, it turned into wine; a raging storm
at sea calmed at the gesture of his hand; lep-
‘ rosy tuened into the skin of a child at His

: e are aware of natire’s paschal mystery in
. onr ansual four seasons; daily in the rising and .
settine sun . Everr liwing plant on earth, we
iﬂDﬂCE even tually dies, only to drop its seeds

and rise again . St. Faul savwr “a plaw for the Full

: 7aess aof e 0 suwr uh all HEngps i Thleist, i

feawverr ard omr eatie”. (Eph . 1: 100 “There is ol
Clerise™, he said, “He is ever-siing aad He i i
evembing™. (ol A0
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e mronld like thix sewxletter to be for ywon!
W mant o Lea.rﬁ:wn*_.-:-u!

I:F':.r\a-u 1o o aiTyr reflectica or !.'H.'H.H'L.t about axTyr
one of our a.rtl.i:l::, o U es o foor fuitizes
::-H.d:'l.u T iaTrate o1 peﬁ-:-ml Euc e =Fol
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WAOMER

- Dl'ﬁcl'|:r|eand
é‘f‘f Preacher

' Mary of Maedals wasa woman treasured by
E_TEELIIE as disciple and friend. She hasalso been
i the wActim of false labeling throughowut Christiasn
11:5r She has been described in art ard sermonas |
the woman who threw herself at the feet of Jesus
washitg his feet wath her lone, heautifual hair.

iHer hair was loose which meant she was defi- :
(nuitelr a prosttate for only ther would dare loosern
the:.t' hair ity puablic. She has been deseribed as a l
iwr_'-man of the streets soughtafter by conntless

PIMetL.

There was lots of confusion in the early
i':hi‘:i&ﬂaﬂ tradition about who she really was il
firmally i the sixth century, Pope Greporr the
iGreat solemnlr declared thatshe was the woman
i-:u.fed of seven demors in Marl's pospel. She was
‘arrof Betlany who arnointed Jesus” feet with
ie:—tpemm perfume it Joht's pospel and she was
the famous sitnrer in Lule’s pospel whe ancinted
E_TEELE’ feet. This proclamation remaidted vl :
firmally ira the latter part of the 20th centary she
EWE.E officially released from this misunderstand-
. :
: Mary of Maedal bemmame the patron saint of
the cosmetic industry. She wasalso the subject of
rmorality plays that pictured her as a sinful prost-
ttute. Inthe 13, 14, and 1 5th centuries her feast |
iday, Julr 22, mas knowrias a “double™ which
imeaﬂt if mourdid tiot eo to mass that dar moure-
iceived a “double prnishment™. And there were
imaﬂy others thites said of this woman that were

‘oppressie o arr as well as to all women

itht‘nughnut the centuries. HAnd so who is the real
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Marvof Maedala that Jesus befriended ard called to disei-
pleshipd She is Marr who was cured of seven demorns,
most lilelr demorns of self-doubt, aredety, fear and other
thites that caused her spirit to be erippled ard she is the
womat [esus called o be the first preacher of the Good
Mews after the resurrection fAed what might her storr
hawe to sar o us it the 2 lst centire Perhaps we nieed to
let Jesus ask s the question he asled hary in the easden,
“Wha are o looking ford™ In Joht's pospel one of the
marks of discipleship is to “loal for Jesus™. Is this wheo
we are looking for! O are we fooused it oo marer direc-

tionis? fAre we oo corfused, disoriented to loolk on the
face of kbee that beclons us to followin an intimate, radi-

cal waw

barr was confused in the rardenn. Her loss was
preat. | he one she lowed and was loved by was pone.
And in the pardern, she did not recopnire him in the be-
pitiring, 5o blinded by loss, but thern Jesus calls her by
name, “Mary". [nthat intimate moment resurrecton
hatpens. Seeing wth physical eves was not enoueh. She
fieeded to hear with the ears of her heart. [tis not sue-
prisitig that it was hearing that esmoleed resurrection.
Hearing is the first sense we experience at birthand the
last we experienice at death. So it hearite she is tratis-
formed. Jesus summois her to new life. She is able to
recoeize his woice amidst tears and cordfusion lile the

sheep itn the storr of the Good Shepherd .

Is this the woice we are listening tof We are called
lile Mary to po and tell our sisters and brothers abont
Jesus the Bisern Owe. We are called o let the God of

surprises challesnge us to new war of being Good Mews.
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